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The order Corallimorpharia, consisting of coral-like sea anemones that are solitary or colonial polyps without a skeleton, forms a little-known group in Zoantharia. Corallimorpharians, which comprise three or four families and 13 or fewer genera, are distributed from tropical to polar areas and from shallow to deep water. One of the major taxonomic problems of this group is the number of valid species and genera. The problem has been caused by the inconsistent usage of names among authors and the nebulous boundary of each species and genus originating from incomplete information.  Part of my doctoral research involves comparing the original descriptions and type specimens of each type species of a genus and finding the missing information for each diagnosis. Assessing the present knowledge and completing missing information for each species and genus is necessary to revise genera belonging to the order Corallimorpharia. The revised classification will allow me to expand knowledge about the systematic relationships of corallimorpharians and its two closest orders, Actiniaria (sea anemones) and Scleractinia (stony corals). I may find members of corallimorpharians form an order, as it has been considered, or I may find they belong, entirely or partly, to Actiniaria and/or Scleractinia.   

