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Monophyly of the order Corallimorpharia has been debated because members of the order have intermediate characters between orders Actiniaria (sea anemones) and Scleractinia (stony corals). Members of Corallimorpharia may form an order, as currently constituted. Alternatively, members of Corallimorpharia may belong entirely or partly, to Actiniaria or Scleractinia. I have done a preliminary analysis based on 18 morphological and ecological characters of the type species of each of the 13 genera that constitute Corallimorpharia. Two actiniarian genera and one scleractinian genus were used for outgroups. The preliminary results show that there are three major clades in Corallimorpharia: the families, Sideractidae and Corallimorphidae, and a combination of the two other families, Discosomatidae and Ricordeidae. Consistent with most molecular analyses, my analysis shows members of Corallimorpharia more closely related to the scleractinian than to the actiniarians.

